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Training Syllabus

 Importance
 Why is This Important? - SAFETY
 Landing Zone Commander Responsibilities
 Night Pre-Designated Landing Zone Program

 Choosing Landing Zone
  LZ Procedures
 Obstructions / Wires
 Surface
 Landing Zone Setup

 Flight Planning
 Route of Flight
 Weather
 Risk Assessment
 2-Patient Configuration
 Special Concerns

 Approach/Departure Phases
 Ground Operations

 Emergency Shut-Down
 Night Operations
 General Safety Rules

LANDING ZONE TRAINING
FOR FIRST RESPONDERS



IMPORTANCE

MEDFLIGHT

COLLIER COUNTY HELICOPTER OPERATIONS

MEDFLIGHT



COLLIER COUNTY HELICOPTER OPERATIONS
MEDFLIGHT
Importance

Although landing a Helicopter at an emergency scene 
may appear routine, it is a highly demanding task 

intensive maneuver. People have and will continue to be 
injured during this critical type of landing. Our goal, with 

your help, is to continue our outstanding safety record at 
Collier County MedFlight.
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CHP Helicopter Crewmember 
Critically Injured.
Flight Officer/Paramedic Tony 
Stanley was struck by a main 
rotor blade during a 
rescue…..July 9, 2012

A medic for the Arizona 
Department of Public Safety 
was killed in Sedona, Ariz., 
after he was struck by the rotor 
blade of a rescue 
helicopter….October 15, 2008
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•What about during day?
 
•Found in every truck and 
LZ control App on Medic 
Phones.

•An updated landing zone 
list is always available at 
colliercountyfl.gov/MedFlight
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CHOOSING A LANDING ZONE
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What Do You See?
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Incorrect

Correct
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Brown Out
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Brown Out
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LZ SET-UP

 Set markers (5) on the four 
corners and 1 marker on the 
upwind side of the landing area

 Always keep the landing area clear 
of people/vehicles

 Do not point spotlights at the 
cockpit of the aircraft

 100x100 is Required
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FLIGHT PLANNING
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Why Does It Take So Long?
#1 Question we get is why does it take so long to launch?

What It Takes To Launch MedFlight

Tones
•Flight Medics Actions

•Call to find out LZ from Control/Scene CDR (1-5 min.)
•Call for patient weight
•Pull helicopter out of hangar (2 min.)
•Perform walk around and plug-in APU (1 min.)

•Pilot-in-Command Actions
•Evaluates weather for departure point, LZ, and hospital (3-5 min.)
•Complete Weight & Balance calculations (2 min.)
•Complete Risk Assessment (30 sec.)
•Complete route planning tasks for all 3 legs of flight – record results (2 min.)
•Perform walk around and brief Flight Medics (1 min.)

•Both
•Starting procedures and launch aircraft (2-3 min.)

Average Launch Time = 7-10 minutes
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 Preferred Prior to leaving MHQ
 Takes approximately 3 minutes
 If required on-scene, helicopter will be shut 

down for pilot assist (Cold Load)
 May require additional personnel to assist in 

loading patients
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Helicopter Shopping

It is vitally important that the aircraft requestor NOT attempt to call multiple helicopter 
operators when the first program declines the flight due to weather.

The industry is plagued with “Chopper Shopping” crashes caused by the lack of information 
from one program to the next.

LZ Commanders have the responsibility to not delay transport of a patient in an attempt to 
“find a helicopter”.

If a program cancels due to weather DO NOT delay patient transport.  If you call for a second 
helicopter you MUST inform the second operator that the first choice refused the flight due 
to weather.

Flight Planning



What you See What We See
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Hospital

You
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Don’t Stand in the 
wrong place

Don’t Stand in the 
wrong place
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Landing Zone Brief
•Obstacles
•Wind Direction and Speed
•Describe where you want the aircraft to land

Why is it important to tell the pilot wind information?
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AVOID

CAUTION
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AVOID

 If you are directed to approach the aircraft, 
only approach from the sides.



COLLIER COUNTY HELICOPTER OPERATIONS

MEDFLIGHT
Approach & Departure



EMERGENCY ENGINE SHUT-DOWN
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In case of a crash at or near the LZ it may become necessary for the LZ 
Commander to perform an emergency engine shut-down of the helicopter.

Follow the steps on the following slides for both of our MedFlight helicopter:
These steps will vary for other aircraft types and year of manufacture.



MEDFLIGHT 1
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NIGHT OPERATIONS
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Use your lights to clear the LZ 
before the helicopter arrives.

Use your lights to clear the LZ 
before the helicopter arrives.
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LZ SET-UP
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Thank You!

Questions / Comments



Thank You!
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